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Ceramic Collaboration

HEADWRAP EPISODE NINE

SABC 1: 18H30: 25 May 2006
Produced by Plexus Films
 

HEADWRAP is a challenging weekly factual series that brings together Cultural Documentary and Reality TV. It’s “Faking it” without the pretence and “Survivor” without the make-believe. It’s more documentary than Reality TV, but draws on the successful elements of Reality TV.  

 

Ceramicist Hylton Nel treats his plates and bowls as three-dimensional canvases, using them to try out an endlessly fresh stream of ideas, shapes, literary allusions, erotica, images drawn from life or redrawn from sources ranging from the classics to a child's drawing. They have earned him his place as probably the most important artist working in ceramics in this country. Andile Dyalvane who is a much younger ceramicist and more conservative in design when compared to Hylton, draws inspiration from traditional Xhosa designs, but interprets this for the contemporary market.  

THE HEADWRAP CHALLENGE: Hylton Nel and Andile Dyalvane work together on creating a body of work. Will they be able to overcome the technical challenges of creating a work in a short space of time and find creative common ground or will the generation and artistic gap be to big ?

Hylton Nel: “ I am use to working on my own. The fact that you have decided which two artists should work together already makes this more artificial than a real collaboration. Andile and I will have to have a conversation and see if there are some points of contact. My heritage is essentially European and I draw from what came before. I am still excited by the past and shy away from the contemporary. My intention is artistic at the outset so working with someone who has a very different signature will certainly be a challenge.”

Andile Dyalvane: “ Hylton Nel’s style is so different from mine. I like very finely designed finishes and what I’ve seen from his work is that his finishes are freer. I see myself as a designer and design modern work. I also use my culture as a reference and especially draw on  “ukuqatshulwa” Xhosa scarification as a design element. I am eager to learn from Hylton as he is a master in using glazes and colour.”

Travel with the HEADWRAP team and Andile Dyalvane as the visit Hylton Nel in Calitzdorp and document this exciting collaboration.
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